
 

 

St. Jude Sanctuary Remodel Committee 

Opening 
 
The St. Jude Sanctuary Remodel Committee met on Thursday, October 13, 2022, at 6 p.m. in 
the St. Jude Conference Room. The meeting was opened by Fr. Nick March, and Carol 
Cunningham gave the opening prayer. The following members were present: Fr. Nick March, 
Michelle Tressel, Gary Strauss, Scott LeGrand, and Carol Cunningham. 
 
The minutes of the September 20 meeting were accepted. 
 
Old Business 
 
Michelle presented a summary from selected readings on the topics of the sanctuary, altar, 
ambo, presider’s chair, tabernacle, sacred images, cross, and candles that the committee 
members have reviewed. There was a discussion about the areas in the readings that would be 
good to use for informing the parish about guidelines that affect the remodel project. This 
information will be conveyed to the parish either in the bulletin or on the website. 
 
Fr. Nick reported that he has received no response to his texts and phone calls to Carl Heisler of 
Rock Bottom Masonry. Jean Biermann will help facilitate that contact. 
 
Reflections on Results from Parish Survey 
 
The Committee is grateful for the willingness of the parishioners to share information by 
completing the survey. The results seemed to indicate that carpet is the preferred flooring 
choice. It is seen as providing a quieter, more secure surface than wood, and is less expensive. 
Concerns about care and upkeep of hardwood were expressed. More research will be done to 
address the safety and upkeep concerns of wood flooring. It would be favorable to make the 
choir area more like the sanctuary; therefore, that may include removing the tile from that 
area.  
 
The survey showed that parishioners feel very connected to the artwork and furniture and do 
not favor changing them at this time. The committee discussed the pros and cons of switching 
the placement of the ambo and presider’s chair and will do some rearranging at the next 
meeting to see how it would look.  
 
Some survey respondents do not want the tabernacle moved into the sanctuary. Since this is a 
recommendation of the Archbishop, the rationale for the move will be more fully explained by 
Fr. Nick. 
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Decisions Regarding Scope of Project and Materials 
 
Based on the survey results and after discussion, the committee feels confident in deciding that 
the artwork should remain. To alleviate concerns, this decision will be conveyed to the parish at 
this time. 
 
Discussion continues about placement of furniture, tabernacle, and flooring choices.  
 
Action Items 
 
Scott will do further research regarding treatment and/or wood choices for hardwood that 
might address safety and upkeep concerns. 
 
Gary will bring carpet sample books to the next meeting. 
 
Fr. Nick will continue trying to get in touch with masons. Consideration will be given to having a 
pillar constructed of stone or wood on which to place the tabernacle. 
 
At the next meeting, the committee will move ambo and presider’s chair to see if new 
placement is practical. 
 
Closing 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 1, 2022, at 6 p.m. in the church. 
 
The meeting closed with prayer at 7:40 p.m. 
 
       Carol Cunningham 
       Committee Secretary 


